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Australian Alps is an account of the change in the geographic 
characteristics of Australia’s highest mountains. It is divided 
into chapters based on such physical aspects of the Australian 
Alps National Parks as climate, geology, landforms and 
vegetation as well as human influences including gold mining, 
water management, tourism and conservation. These chapters 
are filled with spectacular photographs, maps, tables of data, 
and diagrams depicting natural processes. 

Initial chapters focus on physiography. The reader is 
presented with a discussion of spatial and temporal climate 
variations including future projections and the influence on 
fire regimes. This is followed by a discussion of the origin of 
geological features and landforms such as Devils Staircase, 
Alpine National Park and Clark Gorge, Kosciuszko National 
Park. Processes are also explored at a much smaller scale, 
including the weathering of granite boulders. These features 
are discussed further in the context of providing niche habitat 
for flora and fauna. This includes a case study looking at the 
habitat, life cycle, threats and management of the mountain 
pygmy possum.

The second half of the book focuses on the change in land use 
from the Traditional Owners through to European settlement 
and management. Issues discussed include the journey towards 
the recognition of the Traditional Owners, the history and 
impacts of grazing, conflict between settlers and aborigines, the 
impacts of gold mining, and the difficulties in balancing land 
uses and managing the land for nature conservation. There is 
also a detailed discussion of the importance of the alpine region 
as a catchment and water resource. 

This book would be an excellent asset to a school library as 
a resource for both Geography teachers and students. It is 
full of engaging case studies and potential fieldwork sites and 
provides an excellent overview of the natural, historical and 
cultural aspects of the Australian Alps National Parks. 

Adrian De Fanti
Mazenod College, Mulgrave Victoria
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Educating for hope in 
troubled times: Climate 
change and the transition 
to a post-carbon future.
By David Hicks. London: Trentham 
Books at UCL IOE Press, 

2014, 216 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781858565538.
http://www.ucl-ioe-press.com 

Twenty-first century students are experiencing volatile times 
and an uncertain future. David Hicks’ timely book examines 
people’s feelings on these unpredictable changes and prepares 
teachers and students with a navigational guide to future hope 
as they transit to a post-carbon future.

The book has four parts. The first part titled Troubled times 
is divided into three critical global issues – changing global 
climate, easy oil, and limits to growth. It aims to guide teachers 
on such topics as the negative impacts of human activities on 
climate, and the search for zero carbon energy sources. 

Part two labelled Facing the challenges provides an 
understanding of people’s attitudes towards climate change and 
the role of emotions, such as denial and anxiety, which shape 
the way they think about the environment and how it should be 
managed. 

Part three Sources for hope focuses on the importance of deep 
hope in preparing society to face the future through positive 
responses to environmental challenges. At present, global 
changes tend to be taught in a fact-oriented, superficial manner 
that does not motivate reflective and analytical thinking or 
deeper learning. Instead, deep hope is expounded by success 
stories that inform students about positive change. 

Part four Education for transition represents four post-carbon 
scenarios: business as usual, techno-stability, energy crash, 
and sustainable transition. Education is reimagined such as 
building responsible active students to sustainably manage 
global climate change. 

This interdisciplinary book has common features running 
through the four parts including quotations from scientific 
books and documents, and provision of teaching ideas that 
incorporate appropriate local-global actions. The dualism of 
scientific and didactic material effectively integrates theoretical 
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and practical ideas. Hicks shifts pessimism to optimism by 
creating hope in a post-carbon future. He provokes readers to 
rethink their attitude to climate change and how it may be more 
effectively taught.

I recommend this excellent book to all primary and secondary 
geography and science teachers and pre-service students as it 
provides deep thoughts about future global environments and 
its sustainable management. Additionally, the book promotes 
education for sustainable development and provides such 
practical skills for 21st century education as critical, creative 
and reflective thinking.

The book is excellent value for money and essential reading 
for educators required to prepare young people for a preferred 
future.

Dr Susan Bliss,
Bilgola Beach, New South Wales

Geography: Ideas in profile is part of a series entitled Ideas in 
profile: Small introductions to big topics. The chapter headings 
Tradition, Globalisation, Equality, Sustainability, Mapping 
the future, and Further exploration outline interests of the 
geographer rather than a way of looking at the world as one 
might expect in such a series. 

Tradition outlines the similar development of human 
communities and shows very little interest in the diversity of 
environments in which they grew. Discussion jumps from 
glacial retreat to early civilisations. Disappointingly, there is little 
emphasis on geographic concepts of place and interaction in an 
obvious way.

Globalisation as the next topic places more emphasis on 
interaction of places and Equality, the following chapter, 
outlines many contemporary examples of inequity in income, 
gender achievement, nutrition and opportunity with a clear 
spatial view. The writers use the interaction between Niger and 
Norway in aid as an example of the chapter themes. 

The closing chapters Sustainability and Mapping the future look 
forward using scenarios of national and global government 
reactions to climate change measuring, in their view, the best 
potential for carbon reduction and environmental stability. The 

Geography: Ideas in 
profile. 
By Danny Dorling and Carl Lee. 
London: Profile Books, 

2016, 176 pages, Paperback, 
ISBN 9781781255308.
http://www.profilebooks.com

Geography in focus: 
Teaching and learning in 
issues-based classrooms. 
Edited by Mike Taylor, Louise 
Richards and John Morgan. 
Wellington, New Zealand: NZCER 
Press, 

2015, 151 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781927231708.
http://www.nzcer.org.nz/about-nzcer-
press

post-Brexit world in the authors’ homeland will clearly horrify 
them! 

Several issues make this book annoying. Its audience one 
assumes is not geographers. It fails that audience as it poorly 
defines specifically the role and positive contribution of the 
geographer in the interdisciplinary discussion of key challenges 
facing us in the 21st century. Its early glossing over the range 
of diversity that used to delight the geographer, contrasts to the 
gloomy predictions of the latter part where geographers surely 
should be part of solutions, contributing positively with their 
clearly identified skills.

Leaving these major faults aside, what does it offer the 
Australian geography teacher? Firstly, it has some wonderful 
big thinking statements, the type of comment you would throw 
to the high achievers in the class who have the grasped the 
processes of climate, population and economics on which they 
are based. Sadly, such students are few with current curricula 
offering students insufficient examples to critically assess such 
generalisations. 

Secondly, the map work by Benjamin D. Hennig is very useful. 
Map combinations include, for example, global population data 
against night light, or global plot size against crop production. 
These black and white conceptual presentations could provide 
excellent starting points for students. 

Lastly, the book uses contemporary examples and recent 
research in far-flung places that will excite both teacher and 
student. These are outlined in the Further exploration section. 
The book might provide stimulating reading in a plane on the 
way to a conference – it has useful place holding flaps as its 
cover – but it will not make the must read list for the busy 
teacher.

Shirley Lahtinen,
Friends of GTAV 

This book explores a range of topics related to teaching 
geography through contemporary issues. In introducing 
the book, the Editors state that they see the collection “as 
an opportunity to reinvigorate an informed discussion of 
geography education in New Zealand’s secondary school 
classrooms”. 

The first chapter is about the role of social inquiry methodology 
in geography teaching and learning, and is illustrated by an 
account of a study of graffiti by a Year 12 class. The second 
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His book tells a story about how the world is changing. His 
narrative of the future builds upon the concept of megatrends, 
gradual yet powerful trajectories of change. These will, at some 
point, express themselves with explosive force and throw 
companies, individuals and societies into freefall. Hajkowicz 
believes if we can read megatrends we can alter our destiny and 
prosper, rather than perish, when in freefall. 

A range of geographical concepts is covered as he describes 
seven megatrends of global change that impact on our world 
now and in the future. These concepts include resource 
scarcity; population growth; challenges facing biodiversity; 
climate change; global economic change associated with 
the emerging markets in developing countries; urbanisation; 
changing lifestyle patterns; ageing, cultural diversity, 
globalisation, increased human mobility; the rise of the digital 
world and technological innovation (finding new ways to meet 
human’s needs and wants).

I enjoyed reading this book, particularly the use of analogies 
which made it seem more like a story than an academic text. 
It also has a positive happy ending. Educational research now 
suggests that storytelling is one of the most effective ways 
of aiding learning. I can thoroughly recommend this text as a 
teacher resource and for Year 11 and 12 Geography students 
wanting to increase their knowledge and understanding of 
sustainable places, human impact on land cover change and 
globalisation. This book is both educational and entertaining 
and very good value for money.

Debbie Claridge
Hobart, Tasmania
President, Tasmanian Geography Teachers’ Association

chapter argues for the importance of developing subject-
specific literacy through an increased depth of reading 
and writing. The third chapter focuses on how conceptual 
understanding may be developed through an issues-based 
study. This is a particularly useful chapter, because it explores 
a way in which issues can be used to develop understandings 
that can be transferred to other situations. 

The fourth chapter discusses some of the dangers of using 
material produced by NGOs in teaching about development 
issues, and has useful suggestions about how to teach 
development. The fifth chapter is about using different 
perspectives to investigate an issue, illustrated by a discussion 
of how three different perspectives could be employed in a 
study of resilience in post-earthquake Christchurch. The sixth 
chapter argues that geographical imaginaries, which shape our 
attitudes to places and peoples, are more useful in teaching 
than perspectives. The seventh chapter explores some issues 
related to the Scholarship Examination in Year 13 in New 
Zealand. The final chapter challenges geography teachers “to 
consider how they might take a critical, open, futures education 
stance towards their subject”. This involves helping their 
students to explore a range of possible and probable futures, 
not just one favoured by contemporary capitalism. 

Teachers will find at least some of these chapters useful, 
because they discuss important questions relating to issues-
based teaching, and have examples written by experienced 
geography teachers. These are clearly written, and quite short. 

The Editors, in their introduction, comment that an issues-
based approach to geography may lead to the neglect of basic 
subject knowledge and ideas that students need in the future. 
One not mentioned is that a focus on issues can produce quite 
distorted understandings of places, if they are only studied as 
examples of an issue. For example, in the first three secondary 
years of the Hong Kong geography curriculum, Australia is 
only studied in the context of desertification. This is unlikely to 
contribute to international understanding.

Associate Professor Alaric Maude
Flinders University, South Australia

Stefan Hajkowicz uses thirteen relatively short chapters to 
explain his version of what will happen in the future. As one of 
the leading thinkers working in the CSIRO’s Futures research 
unit, he is well qualified to make the predictions he does. 

Invisible country is an exploration of the past and present 
treatment of several distinct environments within Western 
Australia’s south-west. It traces the evolution of the relationship 
between the early settlers of the region and their often-
disconnected understanding of the environment, through to 
our modern farmers and their communities who have greater 
understanding of the drying land but who now face new 
challenges.

The book is divided into six chapters, which could be 
autonomously read as they are written as individual essays 
covering a particular challenge. The different challenges are all 
connected to land cover change, and changing land uses. From 
the first European settlers – who had little understanding and 
often little respect for the unique and beautiful environment 

Global megatrends: 
Seven patterns of change 
shaping our future. 
By Stefan Hajkowicz. Clayton 
South: CSIRO Publishing, 

2015, 216 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781486301409.
http://www.publish.csiro.au

Invisible country: 
South-west Australia 
– understanding a 
landscape. 
By Bill Bunbury. Crawley: UWAP 
Publishing, 

2015, 254 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781742586250.
http://uwap.uwa.edu.au/
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Living landscapes 
connected communities: 
Culture, environment, 
and change across Asia. 
Edited by Justine Vaz and 
Narumol Aphinives. Penang: 
Areca Books, 

2014, 344 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9789675719110. 
http://www.arecabooks.com

they found themselves living in and their constant 
comparison to the English countryside – it traces the 
farmers’ need to clear the land and lay drainage, which 
unquestionably forever changed the water systems and 
its surrounding environment. The book then links to the 
present farmers who have been forced through necessity 
to increase the size of their farms, due to the changing 
nature of farming in Australia, and are currently facing 
the realisation of a drying land and the future challenge of 
climate change. 

The book tracks the movements of conservation and the 
development of a biodiversity reserve in the region. It 
explores the local and wider communities’ attitudes to 
changing management strategies and highlights many of 
the lessons learnt throughout history. It investigates the 
issue of rural and urban salinity in Katanning and Wagin, 
and engages in discussion about the connection with 
forests and their significance, as this region (a biodiversity 
hotspot) is home to a divergent range of large trees. 
However, throughout the book Bunbury is trying to get 
people to realise the need to be better connected to the 
land around us. The different issues discussed are merely 
the vehicle in which to highlight the relationship between 
our environment and us. The idea is that often the true 
value of the land is invisible to us, until it is too late. 

Bunbury covers all of these issues by using passages 
from early European settlers’ diaries and letters as well as 
an extraordinary array of primary extracts and interview 
material. The use of these quotes gives an amazing insight 
into key members of the community, conservationists, 
academics and specialists in their field who have been 
working within this area over the years. However, at 
times this also hinders the flow of reading throughout the 
book. The author calls his style verbal documentaries and 
attributes it to his experience as a radio feature producer. 
As a result, the book reads like a conversation. 

This book provides geography teachers of Years 11 and 
12 with a great awareness into land cover change, and 
particularly for Western Australian teachers, discusses 
several local programs designed to manage this process. 
Each chapter could be examined as a separate case study 
as they explore different challenges, their management 
and often the implications of these decisions. For teachers 
covering land cover change, this would be a good text for 
them to read to gather an insight into the subject’s long-
term impacts. It could also be a reference for students 
investigating any programs within this area.

For people who live in this region of Western Australia 
or who are familiar with it, they will find this book a 
fascinating read with understanding into the area and its 
turbulent environmental past. Those unfamiliar with the 
region may struggle to connect with this text. However, 
all will connect with Bunbury’s message of identifying and 
respecting their relationship with place. 

Anna Griffin
Swan Valley Anglican Community School, Perth, 
Western Australia

This reference details the collaborative activities of the Regional 
Project implemented by the Nippon Foundation Fellowships for 
Asian Public Intellectuals, or API Fellowships Program (API). 

The API project was designed to foster greater awareness of 
their neighbours amongst public intellectuals and to encourage 
collaboration to address common problems across the region. 
Between 2008 and 2012, groups of APIs visited five sites, each 
in a different country, to study, document and reflect on the role 
of local wisdom, culture and traditions in responding to societal 
and environmental change. The sites chosen – Khiriwong 
(Thailand), Biwako (Japan), Kali Code (Indonesia), Tasik Chini 
(Malaysia) and Batanes Philippines – reflect a diversity of 
geographic environments and cultures.

There is a chapter for each site containing a number of articles 
which reflect the interests, expertise and foci of the different 
APIs. These articles provide information on the history of 
communities and basic community activities, such as fishing 
and agriculture, as well as religion and beliefs, governance, and 
the arts. They also outline how communities have endeavoured 
to deal with ageing populations, depopulation and globalisation. 
The final chapter, Rethinking Human-Ecological Balance, 
contains articles which identify the common threads between 
sites and reflect on some of the issues and challenges that 
confront them. Articles contain a variety of excellent visual 
media, which include maps, photographs, and music notations, 
which support written points and illustrate the environment and 
culture at each site.

I recommend this resource to teachers who are looking for 
case studies that are interesting and will further their students’ 
understanding of Australia’s neighbours. Case studies could 
be used in a diverse range of topics including depopulation 
and/or ageing populations; community management and 
protection of the environment; conservation and sustainability; 
disasters; and nurturing local cultures and communities. All 
seven key concepts of the Australian Curriculum: Geography 
can be addressed using case studies from this reference. 
Because each section consists of a number of articles about 
the one site, there is some repetition of information, but this 
is understandable and helps to emphasise the importance of 
the interaction of people and their environment in a changing 
world.

Sharon Jones
Kew East, Victoria

http://arecabooks.com
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On the edge: The state 
and fate of the world’s 
tropical rainforests. 
By Claude Martin. Vancouver: 
Greystone Books, 

2015, 343 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781771641401. 
http://www.greystonebooks.com

On the edge is the 34th report to the Club of Rome, 
which has been peer-reviewed to ensure its scientific 
rigour. It provides an up-to-date, honest and accurate 
overview of the scientific literature regarding the state of 
the world’s rainforests today through easily accessible 
text. While this book would be most useful as a teacher 
reference, passages could certainly be given to students 
to read. The major geographic concept covered in the 
book is land use change, which is particularly useful for 
teachers of the new Year 12 Victorian curriculum. 

On the edge covers the history of rainforest destruction 
(which increased dramatically from 1920 onwards) and 
explains why this biome is under threat, detailing such 
issues as increasing urbanisation, a globalised economy, 
human population increases and dietary changes as well 
as an increasing demand for food, timber and biofuels. It 
also predicts the impact of climate change on the world’s 
forests, using ice core records of past forest distribution 
patterns. Case studies from Central and South America, 
Africa and South East Asia are provided throughout. The 
book has a strong economic focus, accessible for the 
layperson, which also covers social and political factors 
involved. It outlines the importance of different spatial 
technologies used to assess vegetation cover and details 
examples where this has been used as a management 
tool to help slow deforestation. Other management 
strategies such as REDD+ are covered and it offers 
examples of reforestation success stories and solutions 
for further reforestation in the future, including the 
production of palm oil without forest loss. 

The book is organised very well, with nine chapters 
and pages clearly laid out with headings. It has a 
comprehensive list of references organised by chapter, 
a glossary of key terms, and a very extensive index 
making it a practical reference book. Geographical data 
throughout, such as graphs and tables, are clearly laid 
out and easy to read, although some data is a little out 
of date, with the most recent graphs and maps referring 
to 2012. The centre of the book has 16 full colour photo 
pages with descriptive captions. Overall, it is an excellent 
text, which could be used in the secondary classroom 
and as a teacher reference. 

Anna Blamey
Melbourne, Victoria

Prisoners of geography: 
Ten maps that tell you 
everything you need 
to know about global 
politics. 
By Tim Marshall. London: Elliott 
& Thompson, 

2015, 256 pages, hardback, 
ISBN 9781783961412. 
http://www.eandtbooks.com

Tim Marshall, the author of Prisoners of geography, is an 
experienced foreign correspondent who uses his background 
to explore and explain some of today’s major geopolitical 
situations. The title is self-explanatory if a bit overstated.

In the introduction, the author claims that, “Geography is 
clearly a fundamental part of the “why” as well as the “what”. It 
might not be the determining factor, but it certainly is the most 
overlooked” (page x). One of the main themes of the book is 
that an understanding of such geographical factors as physical 
landscape, climate, demographics, cultural regions and access 
to and competition over resources is essential in understanding 
the politics of the world. Geographical ignorance is a drawback 
in failing to understanding the world. 

Each chapter is self-contained and is accompanied by good 
maps showing physical and human features. The ten case 
studies concentrate on regions of conflict or potential conflict. 
Australia is not included, as the author states, “a whole book 
could be devoted to Australia alone and the ways in which its 
geography has shaped its connections with other parts of the 
world” (page xiii). 

The chapters on Russia and China are very useful in helping 
to understand the current situation in the Crimea and Ukraine, 
Russia’s involvement in Syria, and China’s approach to its 
claims in the South China Sea. The chapter on the Arctic 
highlights the issue of competing claims to resources as the 
Arctic sea ice melts and allows easier access to the region. 

This is a very comprehensive teacher resource written in a clear, 
readable style and contains recommended further reading. This 
book is highly recommended as a background resource for 
Geography, History and Global Politics teachers and the general 
reader as it helps to develop a much better understanding of 
some of the major issues facing the world today. 

John Ramsdale
Montmorency, Victoria
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Research and debate in 
primary geography. 
Edited by Simon Catling. 
Abingdon: Routledge, 

2015, 247 pages, hardback, 
ISBN 9781138899896.
http://www.routledge.com

Space in mind: Concepts 
for spatial learning and 
education. 
Edited by Daniel R. Montello, 
Karl E. Grossner and Donald G. 
Janelle. Cambridge MA: The MIT 
Press, 

334 pages, hardback, 
ISBN 9780262028295.
http:// www.mitpress.mit.edu

Although this book has a somewhat dry title, which appears 
to limit its interest only to primary teachers of geography, its 
contents make it far more useful than that. 

Research and debate has a collection of articles, which cover 
a broad canvas of teaching and curriculum. It provides both 
helpful and thought-provoking material on teaching. It is both 
encouraging and challenging to enthusiastic teachers in training, 
new teachers, experienced team leaders and all involved in any 
ways with curriculum development. The research covered in the 
book is so extensive that it also provides many valuable insights 
for teachers of secondary geography as well as the primary 
teachers, which is its main focus.

The book is a collection of fourteen fully referenced academic 
articles, most of which have been published in journals such 
as Education and Curriculum Journal. All have been written in 
the last ten years, most in the last five years. The list of authors 
includes some of the foremost researchers and practitioners of 
United Kingdom primary geography including Simon Catling, 
Fran Martin and Stephen Scoffham.

The first six chapters cover broad issues such as teachers’ 
knowledge and perceptions of geography, core knowledge 
and ethnogeography. The remaining chapters mostly focus on 
narrower areas such as creativity, using the urban environment, 
exploring children’s place-based identities through reading and 
writing, and teaching about distant places.

Two articles urge teachers to consider the importance of 
ethnogeography as well as the more traditional aspects of 
academic geography. Ethnogeography, in this context, is defined 
as the personal geography of each individual – the personal 
knowledge of the world that they have built up from everyday 
experiences, interactions and decisions – from which deeper 
conceptual understanding can be developed. Both Simon 
Catling and Fran Martin in their writing urge the focus of the 
National Curriculum in United Kingdom to be shifted towards 
this approach to Geography, in order to involve students 
more fully, and overcome problems of many teachers’ lack of 
knowledge of academic geography. 

This debate about personal geographies has been echoed in 
the development of the Australian Curriculum junior secondary 
years, and thus is one of the many issues in this book which 
has important relevance to Australia.

As I read each chapter, the outstanding feature for me was that 
the ideas and research contained here would clearly be relevant 
and stimulating to teachers of secondary geography as well as 
those of primary geography. Almost all of the issues, debates, 

suggestions and ideas about teaching and curriculum discussed 
in this book are also central to secondary teaching. 

Examples of chapters which reflect this are: Geography and 
creativity: developing joyful and imaginative learners; Children 
researching their urban environment; and Same old story: the 
problem of object-based thinking as a basis for teaching distant 
places.

In the concluding article, Simon Catling presents a strong case 
for the use of an empowering pedagogy which gives children 
a voice in developing topics, using their own ethnogeography, 
being listened to beyond the classroom, and learning from other 
children’s voices. As a thought-provoking article with clear 
ramifications for changing classroom practice, this article alone 
is worth the cost of this book.

The book would clearly be a valuable resource to both students 
and lecturers in education faculties, but it would be stimulating 
for all teachers of geography, whatever age levels they teach 
and whatever experience they have had. 

John Butler OAM 
Flinders University, South Australia

In their book, Space in mind, Montello, Grossner and Janelle 
refer to the spatial turn when discussing the movement 
in various disciplines to develop educational curriculum 
specifically focused on spatiality. 

This turn has resulted in an emerging focus by researchers and 
educators on understanding spatial conceptualisation, language, 
learning and problem solving. The efforts to develop a coherent 
understanding of the field of spatial literacy have been disparate 
and led to a flurry of disconnected research on spatial cognition, 
geographic information systems, spatial econometrics, spatial 
humanities, data visualisation and much more. 

Although we are generally familiar with these endeavours and 
innovations, the authors ask the question: what holds them 
together as an area of learning for students? This book attempts 
to explore the similarities and differences between all these 
spatial orientated endeavours to develop an understanding of 

https://mitpress.mit.edu/
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This book (or unit of work) is designed to help students develop 
their knowledge and understanding of rocks and the interaction 
between physical and human processes which create change in 
landscapes. 

It is a broad overview of geology in the United Kingdom. It 
links rocks with weathering and soils. The unit (book) is based 

Contrary to many texts written on the theme of tourism and its 
impacts, this book, in its fourth edition, sets out to discuss the 
complex interconnections between globalisation, development 
and tourism, where tourism becomes a mirror reflecting on the 
wider sociocultural, economic and political processes at work 
in the world. The emphasis and examples are specifically drawn 
from Third World case studies.

how people conceptualise and learn about space and spatiality. 
Quite a task, but a necessary one considering that educators 
have been working for years on the idea of spatial literacy and 
what it means for geographical education in the curriculum and 
classroom. The chapters of the book explore highly relevant 
areas for the geography educator, such as the meaning of 
spatial literacy (spatial thinking and reasoning), the importance 
of learning about and applying spatial concepts, and the 
rationale for spatial learning and applications in the curriculum. 

Space in mind is certainly not suitable for classroom use, 
being of an academic level that challenges our understandings 
and in parts being of questionable relevance to geographical 
education. The discussion on the STEM movement is 
particularly interesting and provides an intellectual argument 
on the importance of spatial conceptualisation and application 
to the world of STEM. The book provides a much-needed 
academic framework to support the argument that geography is 
seen as a player in the STEM area of education. 

Chapters of particular interest for the geography teacher are 
Concepts and principles of spatial literacy (Grossner and 
Janelle), Exploring the nature and development of expertise in 
geography (Downs), Learning to live with spatial technologies 
(Goodchild) and Teaching space: what, how, and when 
(Newcombe). These chapters provide some interesting and 
challenging insights on spatial thinking and the use of spatial 
technology and should be required reading for geography 
teachers serious about arguing that the teaching of spatial 
literacy is an imperative in the curriculum and classroom. The 
book certainly provides a scientific and academic backdrop 
for such discussions, but is a read requiring significant 
concentration and continual referencing to the relevance of the 
discussions to student learning in geography.

Malcolm McInerney
Prospect, South Australia

on an inquiry approach, with each lesson including its own 
key questions, learning objectives and keywords. Resources 
supporting the lessons are located on the above website.

Although some prior knowledge of plate tectonics is presumed, 
students begin the first lesson with a fieldwork where they 
investigate rocks in their local environment. Subsequent 
lessons investigate rock types, how fossils are formed, the 
types of landscapes associated with different rocks, the 
formation of soil and how it affects its use, and the formation of 
fossil fuels. 

Each lesson is based around practical activities which include: 
the use of visual materials, or if available, actual rock samples, 
the making of fossil casts, the use of GIS to map appropriate 
use of farming land, and the reading of geological maps to find 
the best place to drill for oil and gas. There is a wide range of 
stimulating material to provide students with an opportunity to 
develop their geographic skills. Links are provided to further 
resources and reading that will extend the more able student.

Geographical concepts include scale (not only a geological 
timescale but also scale of region and activity), region, 
change over time (mainly geological), spatial association (the 
association between rock type and land use), and distribution.

It is an excellent teacher resource as it provides well-structured 
lessons and activities aimed at Year 9. However, it is based on 
United Kingdom examples and, therefore, requires adaptation 
to location-specific examples.

Adriana Abels
John Monash Science School,
Clayton, Victoria

The role of stones: How 
do rocks shape our 
world? 
Edited by Alan Kinder and 
John Widdowson. Sheffield: 
Geographical Association, 2014, 

40 pages, softcover, 
ISBN 9781843773481.
http:// www.geography.org.uk

Tourism and 
sustainability: 
Development, 
globalisation and new 
tourism in the Third World 
4th edition. 
By Martin Mowforth and Ian Munt. 
Abingdon: Routledge, 2016, 

404 pages, paperback, 
ISBN 9781138013261.
http:// www.routledge.com

http://www.geography.org.uk
http://www.routledge.com
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The book is structured around three main themes:

• the uneven and unequal development that exists within the 
world, especially between First and Third World countries;

• the role of political, economic and political power in 
global development, especially when comparing First and 
Third World countries. Power in this sense ranges from 
governments, major international organisations such as 
the World Bank, non-government organisations, the tourist 
industry and the power invested in tourists themselves;

• globalisation and the impact of a shrinking world and the 
interconnection of places. Tourism is seen as both a cause 
and consequence of globalisation.

The authors grapple with conflicting definitions for many of the 
terms used to describe tourism sustainability and development. 
However, for the classroom teacher, their section on the 
principles of sustainability in tourism and their table on the 
tools of sustainable tourism provides an excellent framework for 
teaching management strategies in the tourism industry. There 
are some very interesting discussions on the concepts of new 
tourism, or environmental tourism, the threat of climate change 
on tourism, pro-poor tourism and even the lack of attention that 
urban areas in Third World countries receive from the tourist 
industry and governments. 

The concept of geographical imagination is introduced as 
“the way we understand the geographical world and the way 
in which we represent it to ourselves and to others” (page 7). 
Tourism is an excellent example of such.

Examples, rather than specific case studies, are drawn from 
across the globe often highlighting conflicting viewpoints. For 
example, the conflict between the concept of wilderness as seen 
by an ecotourist or an indigenous inhabitant or what constitutes 
a resource. In many parts of Africa “the land and its wild 
animals are not a source of aesthetic enjoyment but a resource 
to be managed so that people can survive” (page 175).

Countries within Central America are used as examples of 
the different scales of participation by communities in host 
destinations, while the Masai of Kenya and Tanzania are used 
as an illustration of a large-scale population displacement as a 
result of government policy and the tourist industry to create 
wildlife parks at the expense of the people who managed the 
land for centuries.

Concepts such as transculturation and the zooification of tribal 
people are used to question the relative benefits of cultural 
exchanges between tourists and local populations, a topic which 
could be used to stimulate debate within the classroom. 

The authors also examine the link between tourism and climate 
change in Third World countries. Coastlines threatened by 
rising sea level and competition for scarce water resources by 
the water hungry tourist industry, is affecting the least resilient, 
poorer communities in the world, further affecting development. 

Ironically, the worldwide growth in tourism, especially in the 
number of airline flights, is actually contributing up to 8% 
of greenhouse gas emissions. In many places in the world, 
tourism is seen as a means of stimulating development and 
alleviating poverty with tourism contributing significantly to a 
country’s GDP. The emergence of pro-poor tourism is discussed 
in depth with some very interesting conclusions.

You, me and diversity is written by a geographic educator and a 
former primary teacher who has experienced different cultures 
during her working life. Her research and teaching is grounded 
in the area of intercultural understanding. 

The author’s focus is on the value of picture books in 
the classroom as a means of developing intercultural 
understanding. Multicultural picture books can help teachers 
raise complex issues in an age appropriate manner for all levels 
in the primary school. 

Chapter 1 provides an overview of picture books, including 
definitions and an outline of the elements that make them 
up. Chapter 2 examines a number of definitions, values and 
concepts of multicultural and intercultural in the context of 
culture, while Chapter 3 takes these themes further by exploring 
diversity and gender. Chapters 5, 6, and 7 show how the author 
uses her curriculum framework to teach intercultural and 
developmental education using picture books. Chapter 8 looks 
at a number of picture books that highlight the experiences of 
refugee children. The last chapter is of particular interest and 
relevance to Australia’s current policies on illegal refugees and 
the subsequent impact detention is having on them, especially 
on refugee children. 

Chapter 4 appealed to me because it addresses concepts such 
as critical literacy and critical reading of the world. Critical 
literacy has been traced to the work of Paulo Freire, who 
taught adult learners to read the word in order to read the 
world. The author cites the work of Wolk (2003) to show how 
critical literacy is about how we interact with the world1. It is 
the capacity to read texts in an active and reflective manner to 
promote deeper understanding of socially constructed concepts 
such as power, inequality and injustice. 

You, me and diversity: 
Picturebooks for teaching 
development and 
intercultural education. 
By Anne M. Dolan. London: 
Trentham Books at UCL IOE Press, 

2014, 192 pages, paperback,  
ISBN 9781858565224.
http://www.ucl-ioe-press.com

A book of substantial weight and covering 400 odd pages, 
the authors take a multidisciplinary approach incorporating 
economic, political, geographic, environmental and sociological 
theories. Tourism is the basis of Unit 2 Victorian Certificate 
of Education Geography and this book could be a valuable 
resource for teachers wanting to delve into some of the more 
academic discussions on tourism and development.

 Disappointingly, data used in the book is outdated and would 
require further research to update the figures.

Jill Price
Camberwell, Victoria

http://www.ucl-ioe-press.com
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The early years of primary school are an appropriate time to 
promote critical literacy and intercultural understanding using 
picture books. Literacy and intercultural understanding are two 
of the seven general capabilities in the Australian Curriculum. 
Whilst the seven key geographical concepts are not explicitly 
stated, the reading of picture books is an appropriate format 
to promote understandings of place, space, environment, 
interconnection, sustainability, scale, and change. 

I highly recommend this resource to teachers. 

Paul Reitano
Griffith University, Mount Gravatt, Queensland

Footnote
1.  Wolk, S. (2003). Teaching for critical literacy in social 

studies. The Social Studies, 94(3), pp.101–106. Reference is 
to page 102.


